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DISABILITY AWARENESS WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [3.04 pm]: Our state is 
currently celebrating Disability Awareness Week, and tomorrow is the United Nations International Day of 
People with Disability. Disability Awareness Week encourages West Australians to embrace and celebrate the 
state government’s Count Me In vision: that all people live in welcoming communities that facilitate citizenship, 
friendship, mutual support and a fair go for everyone. Disability Awareness Week provides an opportunity to 
recognise and share the achievements of individuals, families, carers, organisations, local and state government 
and communities, and the ways in which they are contributing to a better future for people with disabilities. 

This week communities throughout the state are promoting the Count Me In vision. Twenty-three organisations, 
from the Pilbara to the south west, have each received a $250 grant from the Disability Services Commission 
towards their inclusive events. They are as diverse as kite-making in Bayswater, a cake making competition in 
Bunbury, an open day at the Collie Library to promote accessible services, and the opening of a community 
garden plot, to be managed by people with disabilities, in Mandurah. The commission’s local area coordinators 
and the individuals, families and carers they support, are also involved in activities this week including, 
I understand, a flash mob in the northern suburbs. With the WA NDIS My Way trial off to a wonderful start, it is 
an exciting period in the history of disability services in our state. 

Another important focus for people with disabilities is meaningful employment opportunities. In 2009 the 
Premier announced a change to Western Australian government procurement policy to enable government 
agencies to contract work directly with a disability enterprise without the need to go to tender, on the proviso 
that the standard criteria of fair value and quality standards were met. The initiative is proving very successful, 
and to date around 58 contracts have been secured from state and local government, representing nearly 
$19 million since the beginning of 2012. What a ringing endorsement of the products and services being 
provided. 

More than 2 000 Western Australians with a disability or mental illness work in WA disability enterprises. 
I encourage everyone to participate in activities in their local area and to read the Disability Awareness Week 
lift-out in tomorrow’s The West Australian. The lift-out provides information for people with disabilities and 
their families and carers, as well for the broader community, to promote the role they can play in making our 
communities welcoming and inclusive for us all.  
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